CHAPTEE IV. THE COUNCIL OF SARDICA.
CoNSTANfiNE's work on earth was done.    When the
hand of death was on him, he laid aside the purple,
and the ambiguous position of a Christian
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Constantino,    (Jcesar with it. and passed away in the white
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robe or a simple convert. Long as ne had been a friend to the churches, he had till now put off the elementary rite of baptism, in the hope one day to receive it in the waters of the Jordan, like the Lord himself. Darkly as his memory is stained with isolated crimes, Constantine must for ever rank among the greatest of the emperors; and as an actual benefactor of mankind, he stands alone among them. Besides his great services to the Empire in his own time, he gave the civilization of later days a new centre on the Bosphorus, beyond the reach of Goth or Vandal. Bulgarians and Saracens and Russians dashed themselves in pieces on the walls of Constantinople, and the strong arms of Western and crusading traitors were needed at last to overthrow the old bulwark which for so many centuries had guarded Christendom. Above all, it was Constantine who first